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66 BOOK REVIEWS. 

The Law of Passenger and Freight Elevators. Second 
and Revised Edition. By J. A. Webb. The F. H. Thomas 
Law Book Co. St. Louis. 1905. 

The second edition of the above work by Mr. J. A. Webb, 
a very familiar author to most law students of the present 
day, will no doubt be received very favorably by the pro- 
fession at large. Obviously it will be a great aid in crystalliz- 
ing a very unsettled branch of a most important division of 
American law. 

The law of Carriers is itself a comparatively novel thing, 
and newest among these customs and regulations govern- 
ing the great transportation of the day, are the peculiar 
uses which attach to the vertical raising and lowering of 
passengers and freight. 

The elevator, or "lift" as it is commonly called in London, 
is a product, in the sense of being universally used, of very 
recent years, but its adaptability to our modem life and 
methods of production is so apparent that in a short time it 
has become a regular appointment, not only in all large busi- 
ness places but likewise in public places of abode, as hotels 
and apartment houses. 

One need only peruse, however, the daily newspaper to 
notice the large number of accidents growing out of the use 
of elevators to appreciate how perilous it is to human life. 

It is therefore but natural that as a branch of the law of 
Carriers it has expanded very rapidly tmtil it fills a large part 
of present-day litigation. Yet because of its being so new 
the law has no doubt drawn largely from analogies to the 
uses and practices among other carriers, which necessarily 
makes it more or less unstable. 

In this excellent work the author has treated the subject 
with considerable minuteness. He begins with a definition 
of the various kinds of elevators with special reference to the 
degree of care required in their operation. 

The second chapter deals with the construction and the 
reciprocal rights and duties of the various persons concerned, 
including the contractor, employees of both builder and owner, 
firemen, police and even trespassers; together with the regu- 
lations for the use of proper appliances and fixtures to render 
its erection and operation safe and yet practicable. 

The third chapter is upon the operation of the elevator, 
first with reference principally to the duties of the persons 
directly connected with its manipulation, and second, with 
respect to rights growing out of injtmes to passengers and 
employees. 

Then a chapter is devoted to injuries to outsiders as it 
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were, as licensees and trespassers, while the last two chapters 
are confined to "Pleadings and Practice" and "Damages" 
respectively. 

Thus a treatise by a man of Mr. Webb's standing upon 
this somewhat tmsettled subject has satisfied, to some ex- 
tent at least, a much-felt want in reconciling the actual 
decisions upon this branch of the law with other well-known 
general principles of law. And as the cases have increased 
so rapidly this new edition with such revisions as were fotmd 
necessary will be a great aid to students and practitioners. 

G. F. B. 

Pennsylvania Business Law. A Practical Handbook 
FOR Business Men and Lawyers. By John J. Sullivan, 
A.M.,LL.B. The Accountancy Publishing Co. New York. 

The profession seldom finds reason to praise legal treatises 
intended "for business men and lawyers," but in the case 
of Mr. Sullivan's book on Pennsylvania Business Law the 
most jealous and exacting practitioner will find little to criti- 
cise. The titles discussed are such as every business man 
meets in everyday transactions, and upon which it is neces- 
sary that he should have a certain degree of reliable informa- 
tion. Mr. Sullivan's style is always clear and lucid. He 
avoids as far as possible the use of technical expressions, 
but never sacrifices strict accxiracy of statement to plainer 
diction which might bear ambiguous interpretations. The 
volume is divided into five books. The first covers the sub- 
ject of Contracts in its various phases — ^Formation, Opera- 
tion, Interpretation and Discharge. The second book in- 
cludes the titles Agency, Partnership and Corporations, with 
special reference to Pennsylvania statutory forms of partner- 
ship and associations. Book Third contains a discussion of 
Bailments and Sales of Personal Property, and Leases and 
Sales of Real Property. Book Fourth treats briefly the 
Pennsylvania law of Suretyship, Guaranty and Insurance; 
and Book Fifth reviews the principal elements of the law- 
relating to decedents' estates. The whole is careftdly indexed. 

/. A. K. 



